
HELP SESSION FOR PARENTS:  HOW TO 
NAVIGATE ONLINE LEARNING



MAKING SENSE OF THE SOFTWARE

PowerSchool

- This is a program for storing student 
data.

- This is where grades are recorded and 
stored.

- Parents can access this through a 
computer or from an APP on a Smart 
Phone.

- Due dates are listed and the status of 
assignments can be displayed.

- This is accessed through a parent 
account.

Google Classroom

- This is a Google software that allows 
teachers to distribute and collect 
assignments. 

- Students can access links and 
uploaded materials that pertain to their 
learning.

- Due dates are listed and the status of 
assignments can be displayed.

- This must be accessed through your 
child’s account.

These two programs do not speak to one another.  Teachers 
populate both of these independently.



PowerSchool

Navigate to:
https://sis.gsacrd.ab.ca/public/home.html

https://sis.gsacrd.ab.ca/public/home.html


If you have a student in GSACRD and 
have a PowerSchool Account, Login and 

navigate to account 
preferences>students>add student.

If not, Create Account.







Hint:
Use YOUR 
access ID and 
and Access 
Password to 
add students to 
your account





Main Page View



Assessment For Learning 
vs 

Assessment Of Learning

ASSESSMENT FOR LEARNING - the mark 
does not count toward the final grade 

- Purpose is to inform teacher and student in 
regards to areas of strength and 
weakness, what needs to be practiced 
prior to a summative assessment

ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING - the mark 
counts toward the final grade

- Purpose is to provide a snapshot of what 
the student has mastered at this point in 
the course

- Can be called a summative assessment



DESCRIPTION OF ASSIGNMENTS:

- Click where it says VIEW
- This is where teachers will put 

a description of the task that is 
assigned - IN ENGLISH.



How do I know what these assignments are 
about??

When you click VIEW, this will show up.  

It will once again indicate it if is an AFL or an 
AOL.

Here are 3 examples from 3 different teachers



What do all the symbols mean??

You will see the above symbols next to assignments.  Teachers do their best to update their 
PowerSchool once students have submitted assignments on Google Classroom.

- Please keep in mind that if a student hands something in late in Google Classroom, 
PowerSchool will not be updated automatically. Teachers will have to cross-reference 
and update their PowerSchool as assignments are turned in. 

- Late assignments typically trickle in slowly.  It is necessary to be patient, as a teacher 
may wait a few days, even a week to update PowerSchool for a group of late 
assignments at once.

- Some teachers have well over 100 students and this book keeping is time consuming.



Google Classroom



Google Classroom Tips and Tricks

1. Always log in with your student’s account (Google hasn’t figured out a great parent 

interface yet)
a. Better yet, sit with your student and have them show you around!

2. When an email comes asking you to be a guardian, say yes, AND get signed up for the 

daily digest versus the weekly digest.
a. Guardian email summaries include:

i. Missing work—Work that’s late at the time the email was sent

ii. Upcoming work—Work that’s due today and tomorrow (for daily emails) or work that’s 

due in the upcoming week (for weekly emails)

iii. Class activity—Announcements, assignments, and questions recently posted by 

teachers

3. If your student says they “Turned it in” they may have turned in a blank document for a 

variety of reasons.



Students can see their courses:

If you want a quick overview, 
you can click on the three lines 
in the corner.

You will find a TO DO list.



The “to do” list shows all tasks 
throughout all the classes

Tasks will be in sections:
1. No Due Date
2. Missing
3. Works in progress

Students will be able to see all the 
upcoming task throughout the classes.



Students can see their courses:

Helpful hint:  Upcoming due 
dates are now listed right on 
the outside of the course.  
Students can see what is 
coming up!



Once inside the course of your choice:

Click on the CLASSWORK tab to 
get the week at a glance.



Once in CLASSWORK tab:

Focus on this first TOPIC.
- All the information for the 

week will be kept in 
there.

- Watch for DUE DATES.



Look at the weekly overview:



Turning in an assignment:

When a student has completed an assignment, they MUST click this 
TURN IN button.  This shows the teacher that it has been completed. 



How to unsubmit an assignment...

If you see that your student has submitted a blank or 
incomplete assignment, you can click UNSUBMIT and 
continue working on it.  
Teachers can return work to students if they would like the 
to continue working.



Communicating in Google Classroom:

The student will have to 
resubmit the work by 
clicking TURN IN again.

Teachers can post private 
comments for student feedback 
directly in their Google 
Classroom.



Google Classroom
Parent Summary:

As a parent you can get daily or weekly 
summaries.  These can be helpful in letting 
you know if your child has completed their 
work or if there are things missing.  

- Sometimes your child will tell you that it 
has been done.  Ask them to make sure 
that it has been TURNED IN or 
MARKED AS DONE.



Where are the google meet Links?

Want to know when your 
child’s Google Meets are 
taking place?

They can be found directly in 
the Google Classroom!


